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WY EADER, Iconceale my name, for two 


-\ _ 


WLESSAED. reaſons both derived from the conſides 

"ICE; ration of thee : from thy approbation, thy 

_ Ss DJ diſlike : thy approbation, becauſe, having 
q what I aimed at, I expeft not the ceremony of thy 

f = thankes , thy diſlike, becauſe my (uppoſe dota crime he 

not injure my name. As for miſ-conſtrufions, I ſhall 

neither value them, nor wonder at them, Farwell. 
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[MODERATION 


$220 plead preciſely for Moderation , it is 
7 RX vcry neceffary to bee well acquainted with 
|) excreames, and theill conditionand conſe- 
R quenceofthem ; which, like the counter- 
feite Mother, would have the child divided, but not a- 
right: for indeed, as in every extreame, the Agent, 
which ought to be free, is hurried on with a kinde of 
| violence, ſo that it operateth not properly ; therefore a 
| ſound and wall ordered judgement, which is ever deli- 
berate, can never be conyerlant in ſuch extreames, but 
| is ever wanting to give its true weight and meaſure to 
all proceedings. This age is much like weather we have 
had of late, Aguiſh, therefore diſtempered; many 
| faire and foule daies in one, many good and bad ages i in 
- one. There was a time when ſhee was extreamly fro- 
zen, both in her Religion and Lawes, and almoſt loſt 
by ſcarce feeling where ſhee was, the cold had ſo be- 
_ ber:Every one mig then gheſlethat this was 
not 


4 Plea for Moderation. 
ome of ber de dialog an: 


Rel be 

wh by 4 fierce _ ea on gi 
id of moſt) in this twi-light age, is aq ex- 

tirpation of thatcold ; but rather a conſequent of that 

forme chillnefle x Contrani m—_— ſunpponſe- 

quentig, 

And now, lpray, takea Little view how thelee0n- 

traries do meet ; but not i» #n0 tert10, yet (though that's 

my prayer) buti in reſemblance. 

Before the beginning of this (hap DP y Ihope) Parlia- 
ment,ghe Pulpit and NS Te wereſtuffad fullofrhat do- 
Qrine of ceca E bedientia, and proſecuted with ſo much 
exceſſive violence, as no man could reckon otherwiſe, 
then that they intended a deluge of ignoranceto over. , 
whelme 'the greateſt part of this Common-wealth, 
That made Schollers angry at the heart 5 fince 2 con- 


#10110 Ver um.A5 a Plea for ignorance is ſet. 
letmee tell- akon eh more — ew by 


Preaching and P koce idooer wbas 
This, I confeſle, troubleth Schollers, but they know 
nothow to helpit. 


Before the beginning of this Parliament, the pra- 


\Qice of men and: the Pulpit were full of havingthe 
pri genes | in admiration ; fince & conitr arts verum, 

affraid men are deified and adored: onaly before 
it was idolatry, A Eat; now 'tis 


ys 

on full and pi pious Miniſters werehad- 
When refoeſt LwiſhIcould notſay that 
fince,2.comrario verum ; thalervery imen AreDecome 
the ſubjeciofflanderous 


Before, menpreached fo ſo muchlibete, ;itwas 
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co looke directly one againſt 


4 Plet for Modevatine: 


indeed juſtly fumbled at; now 12; cromtrarie nimitme- 
ram , men for ſuch a kitde of liberty. @; wee 
would faite be quit from, for fear of davger toſoule 


 andbody. 


"Theſe: extremitics I may not unkily compare totwo 
in a fi; =cof like reſemblance,and made 
the other; but never ap- 
neerer one unto the other then wherethey are 


red, 
What ſtrange diſtractions, whar variety of opinions 
doth this monſtrous error, Extremity, produce into the 


world ? 
Becauſe I would not be a Papiſt, a Conſubſtantiate 
Socinian,8:c. 


Lutheran ary Hurgmoar— rian,an Armimang 
therefore I muſt Brownlſt; a Separatiſt, a Fami- 
liſt, &c. nay an Atheiſt; thatt- fome hold to bee the 


— if they could bat prove it one. 
diflike to bekefſe rhoawhara Sub. 


Rowan tarra Ny Cunny, 
and would havethe Lawcs oftablifhed be put imexecu 
tion, and do think tharthey whogoaboutto 
ſlurs wit Hoch, and cenieaarobe itagos Chinre- 

Gilturdors 'of the true 


CESS nas and abhoree 


the Hicrarchicull power of Biſhops, fofarreas# isſu- 


table to that power which, by degrees ofulfarpurion, 
wo GE en there- 


"5 " p, % . of L JF | " ( - _— « R k 
* "I , : 
Ex ' | _ "any, 
17. 
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dwarfs, notwithſtanding we are neceſsitated to creepe 
upon their ſhoulders, if we meaneto look further then 
they,will never acknowledge them tobe our props and 
guides 3 who, although ſome of them, as may be well 
proved, had a deciding power{ath in Temporalland 
Spirituall matters,ſome of usnow would have themen- 
joy neither 3 all which before Popery was thought of. 
Becauſe I in particular did much reprove, and that 
openly, thoſe over-growne ceremonies of the:Church 
inthetime of this Hierarchicall power, both for their 
quantity (although admit them all good, yet not expe- 
dicnt)and for their quality,by reaſon that,invery deed, 
what they added were moſt of-them: ( if not ally had';z 
arora __ muſt not have _—_ —— _ 
whic wtycour conſcience,untilthe wiſedome (« 
the Parliament ſhall conſtitute others intheir roome, 
and do faſten upon us that conſtraint which we cannot 
wavez8: by a better reaſon I will do thoſe things which 
in themſelves arc indifferent, becauſe publike authority 
enjoines them, then not to do them, becauſe they arecn- 
joined: Nay ſome there are, who would not ſtick at the | 
performance of them, were they not enjoinedatalls ir } 
ſcemesthar's their impediment, A ſtrange ſpirit of con- 
tradition ! but mee thinks a ſtranger doQrine tobe 
preached in this ill-ind ent age. If this bee not a 
way tointroduce a full height of libertiniſme,I know 
not what is : I name not atheiſme, but itis an cafi 


terto gheſle what kinde of Daughter ſuch a Mother 
may and will bring forth. —. ak 5x 
Now, this let meeadde by the way, that when men 
ſhall bee admitted to cavill at the performance of for- 
mer lawes, which. certainly the gravity of that time 


emat- | 


framed with os advice nd cautin(a gh pggd- 
venture many of them are but temporary; and may ad-. 
mit of akeration,ſutable-ro Ot pony )Ifog, | 
when men ſhall (Out ofknow not what kind of negle&t 
of authority) diſpence withthefc, how canit be expe- 
Red,that thoſe Lawegyhich hereafter ſhallbee made, 
(hall find any better ſucceſle atthe hands of thoſe, who 
do moſt Mrs Be fo rgjet Government and Rule #: - 

But I have bcen told;they are not of a confiderable 
number z the Pap iſs are the; great danger inthe Comp * 
mon-wealth: lconfeſle them _ dangerous men,c{pe- 
cially thoſethat arcJeſuited:their praQtice hath been ve- 
ry faRious, and their doRtine'is venemous, and diſtreſ-. 
{ed Ireland hath too too-much felt the ſmart of it ; bur 
7Godbe thanked) they have neither clawes nor tecth | 
here, that Iknow of :- Bur as for that unconfiderable(I 
may ſay inconfiderate) number,I wiſhthey may be al- 
waies fo in the firſt ſenſe, ſo long as they continue 
inthe ſecond : And for once, letth the Papiſts and them 
goe together for the malignant $44 

By this time you may partly dilcerne the ſcope of 
' my intended di e:It is a Plea for Moderation, a Pleg 
FX a Medinm.. And 1 perſwade my lelte'l tall, at one 
inſtant, make two why} ra ſorts of people wry 
ſad, the Papiſt, the Scparatlt3 that whileſt by this 
meanes both think to enioy their Religion ſtill,their O- 
picinn 5 wowk would ſay , both wifſe of whatihcy, aime : 
for this Moder ionxhis eMeadium,ſhall give neither of 
Galea leaf leaſt Lariofaction* 


I have learned by qo diverſity, that aMedives 


ye be wary dittinguiſbed 
. Medium is Sei a 


RS 
ye 


agen 


wn b-- 
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\The firſt is that for which the Laodiceays received 
ſuch a ſentence from the mouth of God inthe Revels- 
Hons,to be a Repudiu epudium for their luke- warmnefle : This 
is the onely e whereby the Temporizers of 
every ag ord e and ſtecretheir reourhs a blind guide, 
an Tgwis fatuus , which very frequently leaves them 
inthe mire : This is ſuch a principle as propoſcth to 
it ſelfe no other end thenthe preſent advantage; and 
truely this halting in jeſt betwixt two, makes men of- 
ten become lame in earneſt ; and when they are grown 
fuch Cripples, no wonder if they cloſc inthe Hoſpitall 
of fooles. 

Machiavell never loſt himſelfe ſo much as in this 
particular; for , if it bee once found out that there 
can bee twoſeverall men'in one, ten to one but: hee 
ſhall ever after have the hard hap not to be truſted in 
either condition : a Puritan is an unlucky name thrown 
into the world ; butif ever there were fucha man, this 
1s he who juſtly may afſume that title, He is like the feet 

of Nabuchadnezears Image, part of iron and part of 
clay;anill mixture, therefore not likely to be of any 
long perpetuity ; this is not the Medium I plead for, 

It is the Medium abnegationis | plead ſo ſtrongly 
for : Albeit I am neither Papiſt ner Separatiſt, yer by 
Gods helpe, I truſt I may bee of atrue Religion, and 
maintaine Orthodoxall veriticz and, indeed, I branch 
my Mediums, firſt, idto Religion, becauſe that is ofthe 

concernment, and- Booſt of all juſtled at in this 
clay-iron age.. It istrue that of Ariſtotle, a; ubique 
ei nullubi eft, and may bee made good by the medly 
of ſo many opinionative Religions now ſet on foote 
by the 4 agen of ſound Religion; who ſomuch 
baſtard iſlue beforc her, as moug ſhee 

CAICe 


,- 8 


fcarce undergoes any thing at their n : but 
o he 


pinches: I confefſe ſhee hath been of fled in-- _ 
roo gaudy, too gariſh anattire ; and therefore nowgto © 
make her do ſti penance(forhow-long God knows) 
ſhee is left ſtarke naked, expoſed to ſummer ſcorches, 
and winter colds; and I pray God when: ſhee puts'on 
any thing next, it do not prove her winding ſheete, As 


I would not have her go like a painted ſtrumpet, ſo I 
ſhould be glad to ſee her inacomely dreſle, 

I remember, I did even now take the Biſhops by the 
hand ; but my intent was not ſoto take my leave of 
them:I have ſomewhatmore to ſayofthembeforethey 
go; Ifcriouſly wiſh they had beene carefull to keepe - 
my laſt medium, the want of that hath exceedingly 
prevented me of ſomething I would have ſaid : but 
much I will declare, There have beenBiſhops,Dioce+:  - 
fan Biſhops , Lord Biſhops , all good: Biſhops , not 
Jure divino (pardon me forthat) but Jare Eccleſraiti- 
covel civih, ex favore Principis : Ancient Hiſtories 
will warrant me forthat; aid they are ſo copious and 
ſo well knowne, I hope no man will requeſt a quotati- 
on ; yea all this the Miniſters of the. Goſpell were made 
capable of: therefore (in my judgement) not incon- 


oruous to the funRion z; and es govt muſt 
downe, becauſe ſome arebad, why ſhould not thego- 


vernment ſtand, becauſe ſome are, and primitively 
have beene good? For ought IT canperceive, it isas 


ones argument. I denie not but the way ofa Preſ- 


ytery may be good ina'State, nothere.z but however, 
durſt T preſume'to beg, or think'of: the leaſt 
owl oarphee amides nake Sou Bi+ 
ps, peradventure, mightbee much better ti 
acc, he Miniſters.of every _— by LO 
We/6d 'S Fa | 


of voices, did; ont of themſelves; chooſe their Diocelſ- 

ſan Biſhop, and there be ſertled for his life ; 'but then 1 

- conceive it is fir, for maintenance, that the leaſt ſhould 

bea thouſand pounds a yeare to live upon,andthe great- 

eſt no more. Tn. this particular Tam for a parity; nay 

I would have none of them Lords, but ſuch on whom 

his Majeſtic ſhould by his more cſpeciall favour bee 

, roy pleaſedto beſtow the title, who is the un- 

oubted fountaine of honour and dignity: And if T hit 

aright in the underſtanding of that Text ſo ſeverely ur- 

ged againſtthat, whichis, Be you n0t called Loras, the 

____ meaning is, Bee not-atabitious, deftrons, covetous of 

. that Title; otherwiſe, perhaps , fome one might call 

them Lords in ſpite of them, and ſo, againſt their wils, 

incurre the breach of our Saviours precept. And as con- 

cernitig that of Saint Peter, Be Bot as Lords over God's 

heritage, the meaning is, You ſhall not have abſolute 

rule over chem ; for {o the word ««!axvg/iuay fignifies, 

which hindersnot but that they may have ſubjuga- 

ted to the ohiefe Prince and State under which they 

live; for, itdoed, as it is admirably'well obſerved by 

that Enghith Seneca, Sit Edward Dering, ana Treatiſe of 

his, when our Saviour tclls his twelve Apoſtles that 

the Primses of the Gemiles, and the Kings of the Gentiles, 
&c. exerciſedominiong &c. Ovy irus war wy vir, if 

wot bee fo with you; that 1s, You ſhall not bee as the 

_ _ Princes of 'the prey +1 aſlume an ab- 

Jute and indeperident power No this I concciveis 

clearly problibiredirhen: and ( 'the word 

wana boe:not meant; as ſome would have it, 160- * 


 wiſedomeof the Parliament ſo 


»4y % 4 


APs Pa Mirai 
holdCletgy-men totally of t:undrhis Toons = 
ceive to be the meaning of that worthy Knight, which' - 
(I ſay) doth no way hinder, but that they may never- 
thelcſſe, have a ſubordinate power limited: them by a 
ſuperintendent authority above them of the King and: 
Lawes of the Kingdome and with this caution 1 take 


the word. 
I adde a further Plea in behalfe of aneray 127. 


or a ſet forme of prayer, which is our Church Liturgie. _ _ 


sinit(if theo 

eſe ) itto rg 
punged; butif this Kingdome ſhould bee ſo unhap- 
py,as to loſe ſuch an ornament of her Religion as thiss 
for my part, I ſhould not pg to dic a Common - 
prayer Martyr: but I ſhall not wonder if: theſetprayers 
of our Church beſo ſleighted as they are,when anum- 
ber(of I know not what ſort of )cannot reliſh the 
chicfeſt of prayers, the Lords prayer; and yet onr Savi- 
our in one of the Goſpels gives- us aplamedireQion, 
Whey you pray, ſay, Our F ather whichart inbeaves, +» 
And asfor the Dodrine of the 'Church of England, 
grounded opon'the infallible Teſtimonie'of Holy wrir, 
which aman would bleſſe hiſelfe to heare money 


Igrant that there may be ſome thi 


ar, (Thope\ none dare bee fo imp pionsas argue againft 
its if he cannot ſee how heeoanavoid Saint Pavls 
Anathema. 


Now letme my Medinns'to lit and-ofvitt 
afaires, and ſec if wee can fall intoan/ wav\fericothete } 
"Ag that if weefall notthere, wee me/cithor{jtit of 


e, admirable in it y 
dels DES Hel tc beenc 


$7 a i _ 
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 APlafa Moderation. 
derſtood'what it was, or, not underſtanding it, would 
have beenc huſhed in their, owne ignorance by a filent 
humility. | 

Theliberty of the Subje, an excellent ſtrengthening 
of qur meamo& twm inthe world,but by ſome ſodiame- 
terly oppoled to Prerogative,that,with them, Now bene 
conveniunt nec in una Tede moranturMajeſtas & hibertas. 
Ithinke this Common- wealth much happier, if they 
go (like Hippocrates twinnes) hand.in hand: And it 
was a good ſpeech, though from a bad man (I ſhall be- 
leevethe Diycll when he ſpeakes truth) This Kingdome = 
will never bee well, unleſſe there bee a right underſtand- 
ive betweene the King and his people. Mordecay's ad- 
viceto Heſter, concerning thedeliverance of the Jewes, 
bath becne miſ. applied by diverſe ; for, as I take ir, 
there was King in the caſe, and that King bowed and 
ſued to; I hope withus hee ſhall becſtcemed a third 
Eſtate in Parliament. 

Rehoboams loſle of ten Tribes was a very ſtrange and 
ſudden falling off, and ſeemed for the. preſent an gx-, 
ceceding great blow to Rehoboams Hhimſiclfe 5 yet wee 
ſee no expreſle reaſon alledged in Scripture , exther in 
reſpeR of Rehoboams finne in particular, or of the Peo- 
ples in generall ;but the Text faith, 7t was of the Lord: 
eve! & xcyolting Tribes are plainly char- 
ged with rebellion for it,and a commendation is given 
to Fadah for ſticking cloſe to their. true and lawfull 
Prince. Nay ſee what became of thoſereyokers ever 
afretz among all their Kings that raigned over them, 
I donot read of one of them that was good, whereas 
Nee, Fade ke ref rn rockin: 
1Clio,21.6, that be walked after the K ings of _1{r acl. Nay ere. 
: beaſt! how 


how 4bijah the ſonne of Rehoboam doth, in this very 
articular, taxe Jersboam with rebellion againſt his 
rd; and ſo havipg- addreſſed. his prayer to: AL 
mighty God for viRtory over Feroboam and all his re- 
bcllious troope, C46b45,.h with 450000. mien of Ju- 
aah and Benjamin, had'the conqueſt of Jeroboam with 
800000. men of 71/7 ael, full twice ſo many, and at that 
time kept them under due obedience. Here may you 
ſcea moſt remarkable judgment of God for their re- 
bcllious undutifulneſſe. Obſerve further- how many 
leverall and ſundry waies they were puniſhed, both 
with idolatrie and other enormous finnes, which crept 
amongſtthem, and perpetuallwars and troubles abroad, 
and ina ſhort time brought to captivity ; whereas J#- 
dah on the contrary had ſtill agreater meaſure of peace 
and tran _ And one thing I cannot but takeno- 
tice of x is {aid that thoſe of 1-ae! who ſought the 
Lord their God, went wp to Feruſalem to wrfinr 
which begat agreat jcaloufic in Feroboam , fearing leſt 
if the people went up to do ſacrifice ini the houſe of 
the Lordat Jeruſalem, it would bee a 'meanes to turne 
their heart backe againe to their Lord Rehoboam; and 
what followes 2 -. $0 ſhall they kill mee ( (aith hee) 
and goe againt to Rehoboam : there was his jealouſie, 
as hee-had good reaſon; wherefore hee-proſecuted 
one wickedneſſe with another, as itis indeed the uſuall 

vay .inallrebcllions ; they cannot bee thought fate;but 
by attempting| and heaping up-a load of higherand 


.greater crimes, | | Ll 
—— Princes are like the bond of Wed-lock, once make 
them the Fathers of our , and wee takethem 
for' better for worſe: wee may perſwade them, wee 


cannot cotnpell them without becacti-of divine. phe. 
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1 Kin. 2, 27. 


| _ - 4APleafor Moderation. 
cept z onceletthem bee the Lords annoined, arditis 
facritedge to touch them,laeanc.unficingly. The com- 
mon people made Czlars, but bring once madce;it was 
utterly out of their power to un-make them againe ; 
nothing could do it but. death. Andif a King ſhould 
breake an oath, made by. himgo his. people, for a right 
governing according to his Lawes ; yet, under favour, 
his breachquittcth not his SubjeRts of thei allegiance: 
and if this ſtand not for a truth, for my part, I do not 
know by what principall any man can walke ; for, de- 
=_ but this foundation,and then your Anti-governiſis 
will alwayes finde ſtarting holes, upon the leaſt dif- 
content , to ſhake off that yoke which. is undoubred- 
ly laid upon every Subject , as a neceſlary tye of their 
obedience and loyalty to their Soveraigne, and that 


2 Chro-2 5.27. 


- even as they tender the peace and quiet of a good 
conſcience. TE. STE 1 
. Therefore you ſhall read in. the Chronicles, though 
God permitted the people to worke treaſon againſt 
King .Lma3ah, becaule as it isthere faid, hee twrned 
away the Lord bis God ; yet, I truſt,no man can 
denic but thatit was reckoned treaſon ſtill in the peo- - 
ple. But it may bee objeRed , + Quorſum hes ?' wee 
have a King (God bee bleſſed for him ) farrether- 
wiſc z otherwiſe op and = vg My el bee 
an exa(k patterne of pictie to all his Subje&s; Nay 
; >= = = peak and contentment have wee enjoy- 
ed under. our . moſt. gracious Soveraigne',' tilt ' wee 
. ourſelves, I know not which way,have quarrelled with 
ourſelves e | , 

I anfwer, that I urge not this bue onely as ah argu- 
ment 4 mixori ad maju; ;/ if Princes are not to be rebel. 
led againſt, neither by the reall ſword, norby the' tte. 

taphoricall 


- 
—_— 


taphoricall one, the tc rebar is, teiherby ſpeed 
nor ation,though be Nero's qr Cai 
- 1nhow moet: an eſtimation ſhould .ye 1 
have thoſe, who are rever4 good ones, ep n 
ped with the leaſt colour: or reſemblance of ſuch Ty- 
ranniſts? Therefore, Bratton expreſſcth. it admira- 
bly, where hee ſaith, 0mm: quidem ſub Rege, @ipſe 
ſub _ nalle niſi: tantum ſub Deo : And'in | 
place , Si anters aliquid ab eo petatar ( cum 


eve 


1101 carrat contra ipſum) locus erit' ſupplieationi, quod 


faFum ſunm corrigat &f' emendet 3, quod quidem fi non 
Dominum e 


fecerit ſatis ſuffitit ei ad pres epetr 
altorem ; nemo quidems de +. ſuis, Jraſaver 4 "= 
tare, mult firtins contra futon from venire: thus fr 
Bratton... 
; __Itisnot for nought that the Apoitle doth {0 inſe- | 

Wropg: knic theſe two together , fears God and ho» 
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